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LANDMARK DOCUMENTARY "FREEDOM" CHALLENGES CONVERSION THERAPY BANS,
DEFENDS COUNSELING CHOICE AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The Only American-Made Feature-Length Documentary on Conversion Therapy Bans from a Christian and Redemptive Perspective
Now Available for Screening as Legal Landscape Shifts Dramatically

CHATTANOOGA, TN — The battle over faith-based counseling and religious freedom has never been more urgent. A U.S. Supreme Court ruling strikes down a state conversion therapy ban as unconstitutional. A Colorado legislature responds by passing a law designed to accomplish through financial terror what a legal ban could not. And in Malta, the first person ever criminally prosecuted for simply sharing his personal testimony of leaving homosexuality is acquitted — only to face an appeal that now threatens to reverse that verdict. At the center of it all stands one film.

FREEDOM, produced by Fish Tales Production Company Inc., written and executive produced by Wayne Blakely, is the only American-made feature-length documentary examining the criminalization of conversion therapy bans from a Christian and redemptive perspective. Every other film on this subject has been produced from an activist viewpoint. FREEDOM changes that.

"This film is not about forcing anyone to change," says Blakely, who spent nearly 40 years in the LGBTQ community before returning to Christ in 2009. "It is about preserving the God-given right of every individual to seek the counsel of their choice — and exposing the sweeping religious freedom violations that occur when government decides which conversations between a counselor and a client are legal."

WHY FREEDOM MATTERS RIGHT NOW

FREEDOM was completed just as a series of landmark legal events unfolded — some documented exclusively within the film, others emerging as production concluded, all of which powerfully vindicate everything it addresses:

•  Chiles v. Salazar (U.S. Supreme Court, March 31, 2026): The Supreme Court ruled 8-1 that Colorado's conversion therapy ban violates the First Amendment rights of licensed therapists — placing bans in more than 20 states at risk and reopening appellate territory nationwide.

•  Colorado's HB26-1322 — The Fight Continues: Colorado's legislature passed HB26-1322 in direct response to the Supreme Court ruling — a law that allows anyone who ever received counseling to sue a therapist regardless of when the counseling occurred, with no statute of limitations. It takes effect August 12, 2026. It is a calculated attempt to accomplish through financial terror what a legal ban could not. FREEDOM could not be more timely.

•  Matthew Grech — Malta (Acquitted March 4, 2026, Appeal Pending): FREEDOM documents the case of Matthew Grech, who became the first person ever criminally prosecuted under a conversion therapy ban anywhere in the world — not for providing therapy, but for giving a media interview sharing his personal testimony of leaving homosexuality after finding faith in Christ. After three years of legal proceedings and 13 court appearances, he was acquitted. That verdict is now under appeal. FREEDOM contains the only American documentary footage of Grech's landmark case.

•  In the United States, conversion therapy bans apply only to licensed mental health professionals working with minors, enforced through state licensing boards. Adults retain the right to seek counseling of their choice. But as Colorado's HB26-1322 demonstrates, the goalposts keep moving.

WHAT MAKES FREEDOM UNIQUE

•  Three and a half years in production, FREEDOM traveled to Ireland, Malta, Poland, Singapore, and across the United States, conducting more than 40 interviews featuring more than 20 subjects
•  Subjects include former LGBTQ-identified individuals, Christian counselors, psychologists, attorneys, and religious liberty advocates from the United States, Malta, and the United Kingdom
•  Not an 'in your face' film — FREEDOM is invitational, educational, and clarifying, designed to be widely shareable across faith communities of all denominations
•  Featured on Moody Radio's "In the Market with Janet Parshall" — August 13, 2026
•  Featured on The Kim Monson Show, KLZ 560 AM — July 7, 2026 — reaching Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, New Mexico and the mountain West
•  Featured in a full interview with Focus on the Family's Daily Citizen — August 2026
•  Interviewed on Advent Media Connect YouTube channel — June 23, 2026 — 1 hour 45 minutes
•  Entered in the 54th Annual ICVM Crown Film Festival — In Consideration
•  Op-ed by Wayne Blakely published in The Christian Post — June 29, 2026: https://www.christianpost.com/voices/colorado-couldnt-ban-christian-counseling-it-did-this-instead.html

COUNSELING CHOICE IS A HUMAN RIGHT

In all of Wayne Blakely's interviews with therapists and counselors for this film, not one stated that changing someone from gay to straight was their objective. Each counselor solicits the client's own goals. The film asks a simple question: why is advice about sexual orientation the only form of counseling that has been criminalized, when counsel about anger, weight, or addiction is not?

"Counseling is a conversation between two people," Blakely notes. "The client has the right to discontinue services at any time. No one is being forced. Just as Jesus invites — but never forces."

SCREENING AND DISTRIBUTION

FREEDOM is available for private screenings and is actively seeking distribution. Upcoming screenings include the Therapeutic Alliance Conference (August 2026), Advent Media Connect live YouTube screening with panel discussion (October 24, 2026), Community Church of Vancouver, Washington (November 21, 2026), and the IFTCC Conference in Poland (November 2026). Faith communities, conferences, legal organizations, and media outlets are encouraged to request a screening.

For more information, to request a screener, or to schedule a screening of FREEDOM, visit:
www.freedomdocumentary.com
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